THE BATTLE OF FRANCE
'this is the first time they've occupied the Line and
they're doing the job like old hands. We saw them
come up with a swinging stride and well-knit ranks
after a dozen miles* march, and were immediately
reassured. Their great asset is that they never lose
their sang-froid. We asked them only to fire point-
blank so as not to give away the machine-gun
emplacements. They've obeyed the order to the
letter, and as you may well imagine, you need to be
pretty cool not to open fire when you feel the breath
of an enemy patrol on your neck.5
He stopped to point out on both sides of the
road cupolas that were barely visible and the only
manifestations of the immense work that lay under
this grass-covered hill.
With an experienced eye Duncan looked at the
network of barbed wire, the rails, the deep ditches.
Before us, beyond the crest, were the Germans: but
it was still a peaceful countryside. A heavy battery
was firing to our left and the sound of the guns
brought a sudden reality to these forts and trenches.
'Your Scots are up there,' the lieutenant said, 'in
that village. Their Colonel once made me out a list
of the best regiments in the British Army. He put
down one regiment of the Guards and nine Scottish
regiments.'
'One of which was his/
'Yes, but he was modest enough to place it last
of the nine/